Vocational Learning at Aspire

At Aspire Academy we believe that providing our students with the skills they need for adult life is key to success. Learning that links effectively with
skills and knowledge that young people can use as they progress towards adulthood can be highly engaging. The vocational courses that we deliver at
Aspire teach these skills and prepare the students, through practical and engaging lessons for the next steps. The courses lead on to level 2 college
courses and crucially, build confidence, giving our students a head start when they go on to Post-16.

VOCATIONAL LEARNING
The range of BTEC qualifications, delivered in Key stage 4 &5 centre around the core vocational learning unit. They are skills based and designed to
help learners develop personal and social skills needed to help them progress to independent living, future employment or further vocational study.
Programmes of study are developed based on the units available and the specific interests of the students.

AREAS OF STUDY
Construction:
Develop skills in areas of construction including planning, bricklaying, painting and decorating, electrical, plumbing and carpentry.
Hair and Beauty:
Delivered in our training salon, develop skills in washing and styling hair, manicure and nail finishing techniques and customer care
Land Based Studies:
Learn to work in the land-based environment, developing skills in growing and caring for plants, land management, animal care and
agricultural processes
Health And Social care:
Learn about the care sector and develop skills in caring for others including children and the elderly, healthy eating and supporting others
to use adapted equipment
Hospitality and Catering:
Learn about the hospitality industry including preparing and cooking food, serving food and drink, customer services, running events and
exploring local tourist attractions.
Digital Media:
Learn and develop skills in using digital media through the creation of story boards, advertising, shooting videos and designing and
interactive presentation

Assessment
Assessment is designed to fit the purpose and objective of the qualification and all units are internally assessed – giving learners the opportunity to
demonstrate skills developed in applied scenarios. There is a range of assessment styles suited to skills- and sector-based qualifications at this level.
All units are graded to encourage skills development and performance.
These qualifications consist of two types of unit. Group A units are the core skills units, they cover content designed to reflect the skills and behaviours
needed to progress to further study. Group B units are made up of sector units containing sector-specific content to enable learners to develop
sector-specific skills and some knowledge to support progression to the next stage of vocational learning.

