English at Aspire

At Aspire Academy, our intention in English (as set out within the Futura sequenced curriculum and the National Curriculum) is for all our students to
communicate effectively and with self -assurance.
• To develop active listening skills to gain the ability to question, respond and reflect.
• To speak fluently and coherently and acquire a wide vocabulary, showing the confidence to express personal opinion.
• To write accurately and creatively, adapting their language and style for a range of contexts, purposes and audiences.
• To read easily, fluently and with good understanding.
• To develop appreciation and enjoyment of a full range of fiction and non- fiction texts from culturally varied heritages, with the aim to develop
the habit of reading for pleasure and information.

Aspire Academy provides a broad, ambitious and creative curriculum which is relevant to our students. It is mapped to the coherent and progressive
Academy framework and also adheres to The National Curriculum.
Our curriculum aims to develop the four elements of literacy – Speaking, Listening, Reading and Writing; key transferable skills, essential for success as
an independent adult.
We fully understand that our students come to us with a range of experience and ability in English. We aim to take away the fear many of the
children have about learning and enable them to access English in a way they never have before. We want pupils to be able to retain the knowledge
and skills they are taught such that it is embedded in their long-term memory. We know that many aspects of personal, social and emotional
development can be delivered through our English Curriculum and we firmly believe that English is at the heart of raising the academic standards of
our pupils. Our goal is for all pupils to meet or exceed their predicted expectations and feel a real sense of pride in their achievements.
We provide structured personalised learning through a range of interventions, paying attention to the detailed requirements of Education, Health &
Care Plans. We focus on individual progression with a view to ensuring that every student, irrespective of their starting point, achieves according to
their potential. It is important to us that every student experiences success leading to positive self- perception as a learner.
ASSESSING PROGRESS IN ENGLISH
On entering the Centre and at the end of each academic year, each pupil undergoes summative literacy assessment to give a clear picture of their
knowledge and skills. We use the Salford Sentence Reading Test, The MacMillan Reading Analysis and Vernon Spelling Test to establish reading (accuracy
and comprehension) and spelling ages. The Letters and Sounds Phonics Assessments are also used to place pupils at the correct phase for their phonic
intervention.
Teachers gather information about children’s reading and writing on a daily basis from a number of activities. This formative assessment ensures
lesson planning meets the needs of individuals, and monitors whether a child is 'on track' to meet their individual progress targets in reading and
writing. Where a pupil is not making the expected progress further individualised strategies and interventions are put in place to support them. This
could be in the form of 1:1 teaching, small group activities or an individual specialist intervention.

KEY STAGES 1 & 2
In KS1 & KS2 many of the pupils have either not attended mainstream school or have only been able to access it for very limited time. Therefore, the
main intent is to instil in our learners a love of literacy and literature, such that they read widely and often, with increasing fluency and
comprehension; and that they develop confidence to express themselves both verbally and in the written form.
The weekly programme in Key Stages 1 and 2 includes, reading daily, and weekly lessons focused on formal reading comprehension, spellings,
grammar including punctuation and extended writing. Class texts are chosen to enhance the termly topic focuses.

Literacy genre studied each term:Term 1
KS1 Year A
KS1 Year B
LKS2 Year A
LKS2 Year B
UKS2 Year A

UKS2 Year B

Our favourite stories
Our favourite stories
Biography
Stories that raise
issues
Instructions &
explanations
Stories from other
cultures
Biography
Biography
Auto-biography
Recounts
Instructions

Term 2

Term 3

Term 4

Term 5

Term 6

Julia Donaldson &
other rhyming stories
Rhyming
Advertising,
persuasion &
information texts
Traditional & classic
stories
Classic stories
Myths from other
cultures

Biblical stories

Traditional tales

Animal stories

Poetry

Humorous stories
Myths & legends

Traditional tales
Journeys & recounts

Animal stories
Humour poetry

Poetry
Classic fiction

Stories from other
cultures
Historical themes
Letters & invitations

Historical texts

Persuasive poetry

Fantasy

Travel & persuasive
writing
Journeys

Fantasy
Letter writing

Myths & legends
Diary /biography

Poetry
First person recounts
Instructions

Historical fiction
Instruction texts
Poetry

Stories with a moral –
fables
Instructions &
recounts
Significant authors
Biography
Writing to persuade
Non-chronological
reports

Classic texts
Science fiction

PHONICS
Pupils are taught to read, write and spell phonics following Government guidance as set out in the Letters and Sounds scheme. In Key Stage 1 and
Lower Key Stage 2 all pupils have daily phonics lessons in class. Children undertake phonics learning through the Floppy’s Phonics programme, with
Headstart, Jolly Phonics and Easylearn phonics resources used to enrich this programme. Children are taught the different GPCs (grapheme- phoneme
correspondence) and learn to blend, segment and apply these sounds to their independent work. During spelling sessions, children are also taught to
read and spell high frequency words.
For those children who require additional phonic support and those in older classes, we use catch-up materials from the PhonicBooksÓ programme as
an intervention.

READING
For the teaching of reading we have a varied reading scheme that begins with a wide range of phonics books, allocated to match individual learners’
phonic phase. This is supplemented by titles offering a range of genre, that follow the national bookbands up to Level 16. These progress in line with
the children’s acquisition of graphemes and word recognition.
Pupils read two books a week, one book that is closely matched to their phonic phase and one book that will encourage comprehension skills, reading
for pleasure and the learning of common exception words. Pupils read books from several reading schemes such as The Oxford Reading Tree, Project
X and Usborne Reading Books. On reaching the end of this programme, children are moved to free readers, which include carefully selected texts that
encourage a breadth of reading experiences to guide their choices of their own books. For children who require support with fluency and accuracy,
additional titles with high interest, lower reading ages are available, such as Barrington Stoke Books and the PhonicBooksÓ programmes.

KS1 and Lower KS2 pupils read with an adult every day, and older pupils read individually with an adult at least 3 times a week. Independent and guided
reading is timetabled daily, focusing on developing readers who read with fluency and accuracy and comprehend the texts they read. A love of literature
is also promoted through the sharing of stories, and all classes are read to daily.
We develop children’s understanding of what they read through:
•
•
•

daily opportunities to listen and discuss texts read to them
by using texts that are linked to children’s interest or the topics they are studying
weekly focused comprehension tasks - usually linked to the term’s topic or shared story

WRITING
We teach a progressive set of specific writing skills based on the Futura English curriculum and in line with the outcomes from the Age-Related
Expectations from the National Curriculum for Years 1 – 6, through a range of genres of writing.
We do this:
•
•
•
•

through the teaching of cursive handwriting, guided by the Letterjoin scheme
by studying units of fiction, non- fiction and poetry writing, unpicking features of different text types and using high quality texts to base our
work on
modelling texts to show what excellence looks like, supporting the structuring of quality texts, applying punctuation and grammar in context
through regular opportunities for independent writing with clear, focussed feedback for individuals

In Key Stage One children are given a variety of opportunities to write within their play and, when they are ready, guided during teacher-directed
tasks. Throughout the school writing is supported and developed through a range of cross curricular subjects as well as in literacy lessons.
For discrete skills, teachers base class work on the school’s Grammar Progression which is linked to the new Futura English Curriculum.

SPELLING
We teach spelling patterns, initially through the application of phonic knowledge linked to the phases and then in line with English Appendix 1 from
the National Curriculum.
This is achieved through specific teaching of grapheme- phoneme correspondence in phases 2-6, guided by the Floppy’s Phonics scheme, in KS1 and
lower KS2, and in upper KS2 by the teaching of identified spelling patterns. This also includes irregular and common exception words for each relevant
year group.
Children in all classes are regularly assessed for their application of phonic knowledge and older classes undertake weekly spelling tests linked to the
taught patterns. For those children who find spelling challenging, lists are adapted in line with their current need and interventions may be used to
support their progression.

SPOKEN LANGUAGE
Speaking and listening skills are at the core of all we do in KS1 & KS2. Daily circle time allows for children to practice the necessary skills set out in the
National Curriculum. Pupils are also assessed and set targets on a termly basis by the Speech and Language Therapist, which ensures they have the
targeted input needed. The speech therapist also leads Social Use of Language group sessions with each class once a week. For pupils with limited
expressive and receptive language skills, we have recently introduced daily 1-to-1 interventions by our specialist teaching assistants, who follow the
Nuffield Early Language Intervention (NELI) programme.

Useful Links
•https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/advice-for-parents/reading-at-home/

•http://www.wordsforlife.org.uk/
•https://www.pearson.com/uk/learners/primary-parents/learn-at-home/help-your-child-to-enjoy-reading/top-10-tips-to-help-children-enjoyreading.html
•https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/
•https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/our-recommendations/100-best-books
Useful literacy websites
BBC - Schools Ages 4-11 - Literacy Sites
ict games.com
Reading and phonic support: www.oxfordowl.co.uk/
Phonic support: jollylearning.co.uk/

KEY STAGES 3 & 4

We recognise that English is a unique subject. Not only is it a core subject in its own right, it underpins learning in all other curriculum areas. Students
appreciate that English is a relevant subject with transferable skills and their personal progress and achievement will impact on future career choices
and pathways.
Consequently, the secondary English curriculum has been designed to maximise opportunity for every student, enabling everyone to fulfil their
potential and have the confidence to achieve nationally recognised qualifications. We have high expectations and aspirations for our students
believing that individual circumstances do not limit opportunities to attain and succeed.
Academic impact is measured regularly through formative and summative data analysis, assessing reading, comprehension and spelling ages twice a
year and monitoring success in external examinations. We also use ‘Classroom Monitor’ to record progress through the curriculum and identify areas
requiring further planning and additional support.
We want our students to leave Aspire with an excellent control of the English language whether they are speaking, listening, reading or writing.
Throughout both Key Stage 3 and 4, students will build upon the skills developed in Primary School: -

Speaking and Listening
Students are encouraged to make plenty of contributions in lessons, to listen carefully to the ideas of others and to critically reflect on contributions.
We explicitly teach learners the appropriate ways to talk and listen in different contexts.
Reading
Through studying stimulating and challenging fiction and non-fiction texts, we promote a love of reading. We are very careful to ensure that all pupils
can access the material through film, differentiation and individually tailored in-class support.
Writing
Learners will become increasingly competent in using language, for deliberate effect, to interest an audience. They will understand how to critically
evaluate, proof-read and edit their work, reflecting on the suggestions of other. We aim for each student to develop a clear style as a writer to use
across a range of contexts.
ICT
ITC plays an increasingly important part in the development of literacy skills and The English Department recognises this and incorporates its use into
its delivery.

Key Stage 3:
Our curriculum is designed to recognise students’ prior learning experiences, fill any gaps and primarily focus on improving outcomes for learners.
In Key Stage 3, students develop a range of reading and writing skills through studying novels, poetry, non-fiction and drama. They will learn how to
structure an essay in preparation for Key Stage 4 and enhance their creative writing skills.
Each class has a range of abilities; however, all pupils are given the opportunity to achieve and extend in every lesson. Much of the differentiation is
achieved by outcome but separate resources are made available to those who are unable to access the lesson and support is available from specialist
Teaching Assistants. In addition, some pupils are given individual tuition to enhance literacy skills.

Key Stage 4:
The Key Stage 4 Curriculum builds on knowledge, skills and understanding taught during Key Stage 3 and is targeted to meet the needs of individual
pupils, ensuring that pupils fulfil their potential, achieve the qualifications they are capable of and leave us for further education, employment or
training.
A range of qualifications from Entry Level to GCSE are offered to pupils in Key Stage 4 to ensure differentiated pathways. Every student will sit English
examinations. Year 10 are expected to complete Entry Levels 1-3 by the end of the academic year enabling them maximum time in Year 11 to focus on
the qualifications required for further education – Functional Skills 1 and 2 or GCSE English Language.

Functional skills qualifications
Entry Level 1-3:
Entry Level qualifications are designed to enable students to develop basic understanding and skills in English, providing the opportunity to
demonstrate an ability to read, write, speak, listen and communicate in English. They are the foundation for further study at Levels 2 and 3.
Students will learn to:
• Listen, understand and respond to verbal communication.
• Acquire an understanding of everyday words, their uses and effects.
• Read straightforward texts encountered in everyday life and work with accuracy.
• Develop the confidence to read more widely.
• Write with clarity and effectiveness.
• Demonstrate a sound grasp of spelling, punctuation and grammar.
These qualifications are the foundation for further study at Levels 1 and 2.

Functional Skills 1 and 2:
Functional skills 1 and 2 are intended to continue to develop understanding and skills in English. They provide the opportunity to gain a qualification
for work, study and life. Students will apply these skills effectively for a range of purposes in the workplace and real life situations.

Students will learn to:
• Listen understand and make relevant contributions to discussions.
• Apply an understanding of language, adapting content and delivery to suit purpose and audience.
• Read a range of texts fluently and with confidence.
• Use knowledge and understanding of texts to their own writing.
• Write with accuracy, using correct spelling, grammar and punctuation.
• Plan, proof- read and draft their written pieces.
GCSE English
We follow the AQA GCSE specification in English.
Students are assessed through two papers, each assessing reading and writing in an integrated way. GCSE Language will have an endorsed component
covering Spoken Language. This is reported as a separate grade (Pass, Merit, Distinction or not classified) and will not contribute to the result of the
GCSE English Language qualification.
Ultimately, the impact of our English Curriculum will see all Aspire students go onto further education or the world of work with the communication
and literacy skills they require to thrive in a challenging and competitive world.
An overview of the Key Stage 3 and Key Stage 4 Curriculums can be accessed here –
Termly foci for study in Key Stages 3 and 4
Term 1
Year 7
Year 8
Year 9

Biography
Grammar
Biography
Essay writing
Topical issues
Letter writing

Term 2
Novel
Poetry
Victorian literature
Descriptive writing
Play script
Essay writing

Term 3
Comparison texts
Writing to persuade
Descriptive & narrative
writing

Term 4
Play script
Essay writing
Topical issues
Non-fiction writing
Dystopian fiction

Term 5
Descriptive writing
Non-fiction writing
Play script
Essay writing
Victorian fiction

Term 6
Narrative
Narrative
Persuasive language

Year 10
Year 11

Topical issues
Balanced arguments
Topical issues
Formality

Victorian fiction
Essay writing
Suspense writing

Narrative writing
Poetry
Persuasive writing

Study of an author
Non-fiction writing

Writing to suit an
audience
Autobiography
Biography

Exam preparation
Exam preparation

